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It will have been noticed that this passage from
the Life attributes to St. Martin a failure to prevent
the progress of a fire. The reference appears at
first sight to be to the eleventh chapter of the
Life of St. Martin by Sulpicius Severus \ written
some four hundred years before the fire here
described, and published in the lifetime of St.
Martin, whom Severus had visited at Tours for
the special purpose of learning the facts of his
life.

"In a certain town, Martin set fire to a very
ancient and famous pagan shrine. A house was
attached to the walls of the temple, and the wind
blew the globes of fire on to this house. When
Martin saw this, he climbed rapidly to the roof
of the house, and faced the flames. Then you
would see the flame turn back in a marvellous
manner against the force of the wind, the two
elements fighting the one against the other.
Thus by the virtue of Martin the fire operated
only where it was bidden/**

This is the only account in the Life of St.
Martin to which the remark in the text could apply.
But, as a matter of fact, the occasion referred to
was quite different from this. The little story is
an interesting example of the keenness of criticism
in those very early times, and of the need of imme-
diate corrections.

The contemporary readers of the Life were
well aware of the fact that Martin himself was

1 The historian here quoted, a contemporary of St. Martin,
must not be confused with Sulpicius, Archbishop of Bourges,
A.D. 584, surnamed Severus to distinguish him from a
second Sulpicius Archbishop of Bourges, surnamed Pius,
who died A, D. 644.